Save
&~ Westernport

Federal Election May 2025: Questionnaire to the Candidates

Save Westernport put out a questionnaire to all candidates for the seat of Flinders.

The aim is to assist our members, supporters and friends better understand our
candidates’ views on important Federal and local environmental matters. This is a
critical election for the issues we care about, and we hope these responses will provide
voters with another source of factual information to help you determine your primary
vote and preferences.

We understand that this is a very busy time for all candidates and we thank those that
have made the effort to respond, noting that neither Zoe McKenzie (LNP) or Adam
Frogley (the Greens) replied.

The questions and the answers are set out below with the candidates’ names as they
appear on the ballot paper order.



Q1. a) What is your view of the current Federal environment laws (the EPBC Act) ?
b) Do think the Act should be strengthened, stay the same, or be weakened. Why?

| live in Hastings and | love Westernport and surrounding areas. |
am all for preservation of our bay however the bay is strategic for
its deepwater. | will try to get to the questionnaire when | can.

SMITH, Ben
Independent

a) Ben's view is that the current Federal environmental legislative
framework is not sufficient in protecting biodiversity from economic
interests - the balance is off. If new Nature Positive legislation were
to be put on the table, Ben would consult directly with local
environmental and sector groups including SWP to inform his
position moving forward, ensuring that the Peninsula's natural
world interests are protected in any changes.

b) Strengthened - as above - Ben would consult with groups to

form his view and vote on what areas require strengthening.

BROWN, Mike
Pauline Hanson's One
Nation

The Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC)
Act plays a critical role in safeguarding Australia’s unique
biodiversity and cultural heritage. However, its implementation has
often been weighed down by bureaucracy and political
interference. One Nation supports maintaining strong
environmental protections, but we also believe in streamlining the
approval process for projects that demonstrate genuine
environmental safeguards and community benefit. The Act should
be reformed to be more efficient, not necessarily strengthened or
weakened—just made fairer, clearer, and more transparent.

a) lItis not effective.
b) Strengthened as there is not enough protection.

The current environmental laws, the Environment Protection and
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC) were developed when
John Howard was Prime Minister and unchanged since then. If we
are to halt further decline in the health and resilience of our
biodiversity and ecosystems and begin to restore nature, then
these laws require reform. It is long overdue.




The EPBC Act definitely needs strengthening. The Independent
Review of the EPBC Act conducted by Professor Graeme Samuel
found that the Act is outdated, is not able to effectively fulfill its
environmental management responsibilities and requires
fundamental reform. Labor has committed to strengthening and
streamlining our national environmental law to deliver better
environmental protections and faster, clearer decisions for
business. This will include National Environmental Standards to
improve environmental protections and guide decision making.
They will set clear, demonstrable outcomes for regulated activities
under the reformed Act.

Q2. What is your view of the current Federal Government’s climate change policy, and what
would you advocate for?

See response to Q 1

SMITH, Ben It's not strong enough. Ben will advocate for - 75% emissions
Independent cuts by 2035, net zero 2050, accelerated renewables transition
including household support for solar power and gas phase out.
An end to deforestation and native forest logging. Reforestation
programs, coastal protections programs, increased funding for
community climate resilience projects.

BROWN, Mike One Nation believes in practical environmental stewardship
Pauline Hanson's One | without falling victim to extreme or economically destructive
Nation climate policies. The current Federal Government'’s policies are

driven by ideology rather than evidence, risking power prices, jobs,
and industries. We advocate for a balanced approach: Australia




contributes just over 1% of global emissions, so punitive measures
on Australian families and businesses achieve little. We support
innovation, energy security, and emissions reduction through
practical solutions, not taxpayer-funded virtue-signalling.

Fast track renewable energy transition to deal with the impending
climate emergency

The Albanese Labor Government is getting on with the serious
work of tackling the climate emergency by transforming our energy
system and economy whilst making sure the lights stay on and
jobs are created.

From a standing start, the Albanese Government has got us back
on track in the transition to renewable energy with over 45% of
electricity now produced from renewable sources and on course to
achieve 82% by 2030.

Since 2022, Labor has approved a record 80 large scale renewable
electricity projects, enough to power 10 million homes. We are
building big batteries and upgrading the grid as well as
encouraging households into rooftop solar and batteries. There are
now a world-leading 4 million homes and businesses with rooftop
solar.

Labor has committed $1.6 billion for energy efficiency upgrades
like solar, electric appliances for homes, businesses and social
housing and $100 million for community batteries like the one
recently installed in Flinders. We have also committed $2.3 billion
to assist householders, small businesses and community facilities
to make batteries cheaper and slash energy bills.

Q3. What is your/your party’s view on gas in the energy mix?

See response to Q 1




SMITH, Ben
Independent

BROWN, Mike
Pauline Hanson's One
Nation

Ben supports a ban on new gas projects and expansions, with a
phase out in line with emissions reductions targets.

Gas is an essential component of Australia’s current and future
energy mix. It provides reliable base-load power, supports
manufacturing and households, and plays a role in the transition to
more diversified energy sources. One Nation strongly supports
exploration and development of our gas resources to ensure
energy affordability and independence.

Gas needs to be phased out.

None of us wants new fossil fuels or their continued export, but
the best way to get rid of them is by replacing fossil energy with
renewable energy as quickly as possible.

Gas will be part of the mix till we get enough renewables and
storage into the system. We need to electrify homes, hospitals, and
businesses first.

Labor has already committed to investing in renewables and
storage, and will drive investment in technologies and policies that
will get us to net zero by 2050.

Gas is flexible (unlike coal) so can be turned on and off easily. Gas
only adds to emissions when it is released or burned. Having gas
available as a backup that probably won't be used means we can
have more renewables without risking power shortages or price
spikes.

Gas will also have a short-term role in certain industrial processes
until sufficient renewable electricity comes online and alternative
sources such as green hydrogen become available.

Q4. Why is Western Port important?




See response to Q 1

SMITH, Ben It's an essential part of the Peninsula's ecology and biodiversity,
Independent it's unique in it's UNESCO Biosphere Reserve and Ramsar status'
- and it has great First Nations cultural significance.

Western Port is environmentally, culturally, and economically
significant. Its wetlands, marine ecosystems, and community
heritage must be respected and protected. At the same time,
Western Port is also important for local industries, port operations,
and employment in the region. The challenge—and the
opportunity—is to balance environmental protection with regional
development.

Because it is the environmental heartland.

Western Port Bay is important for a range of reasons: it has
diverse ecosystems, rich biodiversity, has international status as a
RAMSAR wetland providing important habitat for migratory birds
and a UNESCO Biosphere reserve (one of only 5 in Australia). The
Bay plays an important role in climate mitigation because of the
seagrass and mangroves providing blue carbon sequestration. It
also supports commercial shipping, fishing and recreational
activities, is a popular tourist destination and has cultural heritage
importance for the Traditional Owners, the Bunurong people.

Q5. What is your position on the long term protection of the Western Port Bay environment,
and if elected, what policy actions would you pursue in this regard?

See response to Q 1




SMITH, Ben
Independent

Ben would take a balanced approach, working with local
environment, industry, and recreational users to ensure all who
enjoy the bay can do so sustainably, safely and in a way that
retains current protections. Long term views should always be
taken when deciding on policy actions, and again, Ben would.
consult rigorously on those.

BROWN, Mike
Pauline Hanson’s One
Nation

If elected, | will advocate for:

e Strong environmental monitoring and compliance for any
future development;

e Investment in scientific studies of Western Port’s
ecosystem to guide policy;

e Local community involvement in all decisions affecting the
bay;

e Transparent environmental impact assessments that are
not politically manipulated.

Long-term protection can and should co-exist with responsible
economic development.

Make it a marine park.

As indicated in my introduction and answer to question 1, | am
committed to the protection of this internationally important
environment and if elected will work with all levels of government,
local organisations and the community to achieve long-term
sustainability for the Bay. Reform of the EPBC Act is an important
component of that protection because of the Bay's international
status it comes under the jurisdiction of the Federal Government
when it comes to development approval. A strengthened EPBC is
fundamental to this protection.

Environmental law reform was a priority in the first term of the
Albanese Government and it is disappointing that the first phase of
legislative reform was not passed before the election was called.
The Prime Minister has given assurances that reform of the EPBC
Act will happen if Labor is re-elected and there is a commitment to
bring all forestry projects under national environmental standards




as part of the reformed national environment laws.

If | am elected, | will be working hard to ensure we maintain the
focus on passing a comprehensive package of environmental
legislative reform that protects and restores our natural
environment and the Western Port Bay in particular.

Q6. What is your/your party’s position on industry and development in Western Port,
including the proposed Kawasaki HESC coal to hydrogen project, and the State
government'’s proposal for a Victorian Renewable Energy Terminal at Hastings?

See response to Q 1

SMITH, Ben Ben's position will be determined by the community - if he's
Independent elected on May 3, one of his first priorities will be to undertake
extensive consultation in this space. Ben does not support the
proposed hydrogen project, and would need to dive into the detail
further on the proposed Renewable Energy Terminal to
understand the risks and benefits more thoroughly before forming
a position.

One Nation supports sovereign energy projects that create
Australian jobs and secure our future. The Kawasaki HESC project
is innovative and should be thoroughly assessed for its
environmental impact before moving forward. The proposed
Renewable Energy Terminal must meet rigorous standards and
provide tangible benefits to locals. We are not opposed to
development but insist it be done responsibly and with local
consultation, not just dictated by overseas corporations or
ideological agendas.

It should be a tourist/environmental precinct.




In relation to HESC, as | understand it, the pilot phase of the project
has concluded, and the future of this project is still to be decided.
The priority for both State and Federal governments is renewable
hydrogen. The direction for Australia is to develop new domestic
clean energy manufacturing capabilities and capitalise on massive
export opportunities for clean, secure energy supply chains
through becoming a green hydrogen world leader.

The establishment of the Victorian Renewable Energy Terminal
(VRET) at the Port of Hastings is an important component of the
State’s renewable energy transition and the establishment of
offshore wind capability. It is essential that the development of this
facility occurs in consultation with experts, Traditional Owners,
industry and community stakeholders to protect and preserve the
environment of Western Port Bay.

Appropriately, the Victorian Minister for Planning has required the
Port of Hastings to prepare an environment effects statement
(EES) to assess the potential environmental effects of the project. |
am pleased that community representatives including members of
Westernport Biosphere, Save Westernport and the Labor
Environment Action Network (LEAN) will have input to the process
as part of the community consultation committee.

Q7. Please state your views on the following proposal:

The Westernport Biosphere, with the Victorian National Parks Association, Save Westernport
and other local groups have developed a Strategic Planning Framework for the management of
Westernport Bay, to protect its wetlands and support sustainable marine and tourism

industries. https://www.actforwesternportbay.au/

Unknown

SMITH, Ben Ben fully supports this proposal, and would amplify this to protect
Independent the bay from harmful development.



https://www.actforwesternportbay.au/

BROWN, Mike
Pauline Hanson's One
Nation

| commend the efforts behind this framework. Community-driven,
science-informed planning is the best way to balance
environmental protection and sustainable development. If elected,
| will support initiatives that:

Empower local stewardship of the bay;
Encourage low-impact tourism and marine industries;
e Avoid blanket restrictions that harm livelihoods without
improving outcomes.
| would be happy to engage further with the stakeholders involved
in the framework to ensure it remains practical, inclusive, and
adaptable.

| am happy to support it.

The Westernport Biosphere, with the Victorian National Parks
Association, Save Westernport and other local groups, has
developed a Strategic Planning Framework for the management of
Westernport Bay, to protect its wetlands and support sustainable
marine and tourism industries.

| am familiar with the Strategic Planning Framework developed for
the future management of the Western Port Bay. Given the Bay's
significance both locally and internationally, it is important that a
strategic plan for the area is developed and implemented. If
elected, | would be happy to talk with you further about how | can
help to make sure Western Port Bay is looked after into the future.




